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Adrian Parsons - Helix Australia
I took on Dad’s advice "choose a job you like" and over 40 years 
later I am very grateful to still be working in an industry that I 
absolutely love. I'm also thankful for the many friendships and 
business relationships I have established around the world. 

My early days in the industry were spent working for McGain’s 
Nursery/Bloomer’s Florist in Chadstone Shopping Centre. This 
high volume outlet taught me some valuable lessons in retail 
marketing. I then completed a Horticultural degree, providing me 
with a strong technical background in plant biology and nursery 
production systems. Whilst at University I wrote for the Victoria 
fruit and vegetable newspaper, my monthly column was called 
“Flowers for Profi t”.

My fi rst full time job in 1987 was Sales Manager at Impulse Flowers, 
specialising in servicing Melbourne’s fl orists and event specialists. 
Every year we supplied fl owers for the massive David Jones display 
as well high society events, including Kerry Packer’s daughter’s 
wedding and Christopher Skase’s extravagant parties in Port Douglas. 

From there I spent two years working overseas in a variety of 
fl ower industry jobs in USA, Canada, United Kingdom, The 
Netherlands and harvesting gypsophila in Israel. I started my fi rst 
business Man of Flowers in 1990 selling corsages at the 1990 VFL 
Grand Final. This business then started wholesaling specialising in 
native fl owers, roses and chrysanthemums from Zimbabwe. 

I built up a very close connection with Perth based Westralian 
Flora Exports (now WAFEX) and in 1994 I merged my business  
and became WAFEX Eastern State’s Director. My focus was on 
growing the market share for native fl owers as well as developing 
export sales for Australian native fl owers into USA & South East Asia.

My 20 year tenure at WAFEX was a very rewarding experience 
and with business partner Craig Musson and our fantastic staff 

we enjoyed strong growth exporting and importing from over 15 
countries. What Craig and I lacked in business experience we made 
up for with sheer hard work, long hours, travel and a relentless 
drive to build a global client and supplier base.  

I have always taken an active role in fl ower industry bodies including 
President Australian Flower Export Council as well as holding 
committee positions with R.I.R.D.C. Wildfl ower committee and 
Flowers Victoria. During my WAFEX period I initiated and forged a 
strong relationship with Cystic Fibrosis and we donated roses for 
their annual 65 Roses Day fundraising and campaign. WAFEX has 
continued its strong support for 65 Roses Day and they have raised 
over $500,000 for Cystic Fibrosis bodies across Australia. A WAFEX 
donation of pink roses enabled me to organise an annual fund raising 
campaign at the local cricket club for the McGrath Foundation.

After exiting WAFEX in 2015, I concentrated on developing 
Helix Australia – a breeding, licensing and marketing business 
specialising in Waxfl ower and Boronia. Helix Australia now has 
over 30 registered hybrids with a licensed global grower network 
in Australia, South Africa, Israel, Portugal, Spain, Italy and USA. 

I have always been passionate about minimising waste and the 
environmental impacts of horticulture. I have recently started 
assisting Garden City Plastics to establish a national fl ower sleeve 
recycling system to capture and re-use over 500m tonnes of 
plastics per annum.The programme is still in its infancy but the 
fl orist feedback has been very positive. 

Adrian Parsons: 0418 399 539 
Email: adrian@helixaustralia.com.au 
www.helixaustralia.com.au

HEROES 

of the industry

Send us your nominations!
Do you know someone who has volunteered numerous hours of 
their time to progressing the Flower Industry for us all, perhaps 
over many years, or even decades?

My sponsorship of this regular 'award' is to showcase our 
under-recognised Industry Heroes, and provide the contact 
details which will allow you to support them, so that they can 
afford to continue to support us. I'd like this to be an 
Industry member driven award. 

Please sent a letter to the editor, giving a brief description of 
your Hero and their efforts. They will then be consulted on how 
they'd like to be described/promoted within a half page or so.
editor@fl owersmagazine.com.au 

As we all benefi t from their efforts, it's my belief we should all 
be supporting these Heroes' businesses whenever we can, but 
to do this we need to know who they are!

I hope that better recognition and support of people's contributions 
might also motivate others to do their bit for the wider Industry 
as well. Sponsorship of Industry events, promotions and part of 
the magazine are a great place to start. Continually getting your 
name out there over time does work, but sometimes lending a 
helping hand to assist your Industry body run is essential to their 
continuation. Many hands make light work.

Ben McInnes, Brushtop Farm Pty Ltd. 
Chair of WildFlowers Australia Ltd
& Australian Flower Council.

Nominate your Hero of the Flower Industry today.



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.7
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages false
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages false
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1000
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /ENU ([Based on '[High Quality Print]'] Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks true
      /AddColorBars true
      /AddCropMarks true
      /AddPageInfo true
      /AddRegMarks true
      /BleedOffset [
        8.503940
        8.503940
        8.503940
        8.503940
      ]
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MarksOffset 6
      /MarksWeight 0.250000
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


